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INTERIORS

n the design world, a single
product can often set in mo
tion a project of a larger scale

The reverse is also true: A

praject in the field of archi-
tecture or urban planning might
spawn a serles of products. The
question then is: Did the inven
tion of the elevator give rise to the
skyscraper or did high-rise build
ings dictate its existence?

In the case of the world’s
first apartment fully furnished
by French fashion house Her
mes, the former holds true. At
the exclusive media launch of the
apartment, located on the 20th
floor of the The Marg's Signature
Tower, Yves Taralon, creative di
rector of La Table Hermés and
a renowned decorator, revealed
that he had just finished creat-
ing the Bleus d"Ailleurs porcelain
tableware service when the cre-
ative process for furnishing the
apartment started. Eventually,
he designed and built the din-
ing room around the tableware,
inspired by its electric-blue col-
CHAT HI.Z]IL'IIH.!.

A massive 3m x 3m dining
table and 2.7m-high cabinet set
the tone for the dining room,
which represents the focal paini
for the entire apartment. Both
]_'.ir’('t’.!-i are ('l'.El.IZI]H!-Zl!I."] Creations,
with cak frames entirely uphol-
sterad in electric-blue Clémence
bull calf leather, testament to the
legendary skill of Hermes' leath-
er craftsmen. The magnificent
setting is completed by a crystal
chandelier, custom-made at Her
meés” Saint Louis crystalware man-
ufacture in the shape of a foun
tain. “When the sunlight hits the
chandelier, it's absolutely fabu
lous!™ enthuses Taralon

Ideal match

The bespoke apartment repre

sents the fruition of an idea with a
long gestation period. It was eight
vears agn when the idea was first
maoted, SC Global chairman and
CED Simon Cheong and his wife
Michelle have had a longstand

ing relationship — both personal
and professional — with the 175-
vear-old maison and its owners,
the Dumas family. The current
collaboration is 2 match made in
heaven. The two companies have
much in common: They are gov-
erned by a philosophy of under
stated elegance and a relentless
pursuit of perfection.

Hermeés' vision of art de vivre
or art of life is akin to 5C Global’s
corporate credo of “The Ultimate
Living”. The two companies also
share a commaon customer base:
BLVD, The Ladvhill and The Lin-
coln Modern must surely house
a fair number of Birkin-toting so-
cialites and silk scari-clad heir
€58es.

The 6,200 5¢q fi, five-bedroom
apartment at The Marg, which
bioasts double-velume living spac
ith &.5m-high ceilings, floor-
to-cefling windows and a 15m
cantilevered lap pool, took 18
months to be transformed into a
fully appointed suite. Mrs Cheong,
creative director of the 5C Glabal
design team and an interior de-

After several years in the making, SC Global finally unveils its landmark apartment at The Marq,
the first in the world to be fully kitted out with Hermés furnishings, writes Aaron De Silva

signer by training, worked close

ly with Taralon and a team of
designers, decorators and crafts

men. The interiors feature a mix
of ready-made furniture pieces,
fabrics, wallpaper and tableware
items that are available from Her-
mes boutiques, as well as made

to-measure leather upholstered
items.

The SUmMpLuous apal‘.menl 15
a veritable showcase for Hermes
furnishings and its unrivalled

e
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sawair faire. It might be interest-
ing to note that the maison’s pri
rate interior design service was
launched anly shortly after the
debut of itz inaugural furniture
collection in Milan last year and,
as Helene Dubrule, general man
ager of Hermes Maison reiterates,
the project at The Marq is the first
of its kind and scale.

Tasteful furnishings
In tvpical fashiom, the décor is

Taralon designed and bt the dining room arownd the tableware, inspired by its

electric-blue colour sc

simple, understated, warm and
inviting. With a view of the Or
chard Road skyline as the back-
drop, the living space 15 organised
around the Confortable cellec-
tionn of sefas and armchairs.
These are re-editions of pieces
by designer Jean-Michel Frank,
who was active in the 19205 and
230z, They are seen here in ecru-
toned fabric finishes and ivory
hued calf leather. Inverted-UI ta-
bles covered in smooth caliskin
and 3oleil round coffee tables
in straw marquetry provide arti-
sanal accents. Dubrule highlights
that the ancient art of straw mar-
quetry is currently being practised
by only a handful of craftsmen
in the waorld, underscaring their
rarity and exclusivity
In a cormer of the living room,
overlooking the lap pool, is a pair
of daybeds from the Matiéres col
lection in a cheerful shade of but-
tercup vellow, almost as if they
have trapped the sun’s golden
glow. With their elegani X-shaped
legs in greved cak, they offer a
contemporary take on Frank's
designs and are the work of ac
~imed architect/designer Anto-
Citterio, who was

SPOTLSE

ble for orchestrating the Bulgari
hotels in Milan and Bali. A giant
Samarcande chess board in leath
er and palisander wood is placed
between the daybeds.

To provide a strong focal point
for the space and to give it char
aclter, |.:'|L-' ZII—'.-G'.EH f2am comims
sioned French artist Jean-Luc
Favero, a friend of the maison
whose works often serve as in
spiration for its textile collections
Favero responded by creating an
emotive chalk drawing of a horse
on wooden panels that seem to
merge seamlessly into the tinted
brushed oak background.

The master bedroom is another
standout space with its custom-
iged leather upholstered head-
board, silk rug, straw marque-
try folding screens and oversized
crystal candelabra

Cheong stresses that the apan-
ment iz not a showflat and that it
is reserved for 5C Global's private
events, but it is likely that private
viewings will be allowed if one
happens to be a VVIP client. @

Aaron De 5ilva enjoys experienc
ing the world and relishes writing

abaut it afterwards
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